
Poppies by Jane Weir
Overview of the Poem and Context:
Jane Weir wrote ‘Poppies’ as part of a collection of modern war poems 
commissioned by the Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy in 2009. Weir took Susan 
Owen, the mother of Wilfred Owen, as her inspiration for the poem. Susan Owen 
learned of the death of her son as the bells rang to celebrate the end of the war 
in 1918. Weir also imagined how she would feel if she were sending one of her 
own sons off to war. Weir is a textile artist and the language of textiles is seen 
throughout the poem.

Potential Links: 
Loss is felt in ‘The Emigrée’ and the 
effect of conflict appears in ‘War 
Photographer’.

Key Language Features: 
The language juxtaposes the words of war: ‘blockade’, 
‘war graves’, ‘memorial’ and ‘reinforcements’ with 
the words of textile production: ‘yellow bias binding’, 
‘tucks, darts, pleats’ etc. This creates a comparison 
of the quiet domestic environment of home with the 
cruel realities of death in war. Images of mothering 
(‘smoothed down your shirt) show the mother’s wish 
to return her son to early, protected childhood while 
the young man sees the world ‘overflowing like a 
treasure chest’ and wishes to explore it.

Themes: 
Feelings of loss and 
the effects of combat. 
Memories are also 
mentioned. 

Key Structural Features: 
First person narrative helps us to 
feel the mother’s emotions. The lack 
of regular rhyme or rhythm further 
emphasises the poem as memory or 
thoughts. Although the story follows 
the preparation and leaving of the 
son, we are unsure when the events 
took place and whether the son is 
still alive or has died in battle.

Key Quotations: 
‘spasms of paper red’, ‘I was brave’, ‘you were away, 
intoxicated’, ‘my stomach busy making tucks, darts, 
pleats’, ‘an ornamental stitch’.
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