
London by William Blake
Overview of the Poem and Context:
The poem was published in 1794; Blake held radical social views for the time. He 
believed that all people should have equality. The narrator describes a walk he 
takes around London. Everywhere he goes he is met with despair. The people in 
power (the Church, the aristocracy etc.) do nothing to help the people he sees.

Potential Links: 
Other experiences of places are 
found in ‘The Emigrée’ and ‘The 
Prelude’.

Key Language Features: 
The poet’s journey around the city is described using 
all the senses. There is a use of contrast between 
the youth he describes and the lack of innocence: 
‘youthful harlot’s curse’. The descriptions are powerful 
and emotive. The range of people described and the 
repeated use of ‘every’ shows the sheer number of 
people affected. ‘Mind-forged manacles’ indicates 
that the people are (in part) trapped by their own 
attitudes.  

Themes: 
Human power of a 
small group over others. 
Anger and individual 
experience.  

Key Structural Features: 
Set up as a monologue, the first 
person perspective gives us a very 
personal view. The rhyme scheme 
(ABAB) continues throughout 
the poem and shows us the 
relentlessness of the misery and 
corruption of the city.

Key Quotations: 
‘each chartered street’, ‘marks of woe’, ‘mind-forged 
manacles’, blights with plagues’
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